
✦Intro:  As I wrote down my thoughts for this Easter message, my father-
in-law, John Workman, lay dying. He hasnʼt eaten or drunk anything in a 

week.  Nothing about him moves except his lungs which keep on struggling 
to breath. When I surveyed the situation at the side of his hospital bed 

parked in his bedroom, his body statue-like, I wondered.  I couldnʼt help but 
think about where the man was that I knew.  And I thought to myself, “soon 

he will stop breathing. And he will be gone.  And he will know the truth 
about life, death, heaven and hell and what happens to you in the end.  He 

will know it more than we do, but he will not be able to tell us about it. He 
will not be coming back.  No one ever does.”  
✦Now there are lots of ways people and religions answer the question of 
what happens to you when you die. But no religion claims that what they 

teach came from somebody who came back from the other side...that is, no 
religion except Christianity.  And every year the Christian Church poses a 

question to the world on a weekly basis, but especially on Easter:  Is Jesus 
alive right now, or not?  And there are only two camps of people answering 

that question: those who say no, and those who say yes.  You are one or 
the other.  So that you can see which camp you fall into, let me describe 

them a bit.
✦Camp A is by no means a group of perfect people, but they are 

convinced that Jesus rose from the grave and unlike the stories of Once 
Upon a Time, or Legends of Tomorrow, their hero, Jesus, really is still alive 

after all these years.  These people have decided to live their whole lives 
following and obeying what he tells them.  Every day they battle with what 

the Bible calls sin.  It is a difficult life but God helps them.  These folks 
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believe that once their hearts stop beating in this world, their souls will keep 
on living in another world, and that this is a gift earned for them by one 

person who lived the only perfect life ever: Jesus of a town in Israel called 
Nazareth. These folks have put all their hope, all their reasons for living, 

and all their eggs in the Jesus Basket, so to speak.
✦Group B has another point of view.  They are not perfect either.  Some of 

them have had a bad experience with religion.  Theyʼve seen people be 
hypocritical and thatʼs made it difficult for them to believe that this Jesus 

person is real, much less actually alive right now.  Some have spent time in 
church, youth groups.  Have attended churches, heard sermons and talks 

about Jesus but donʼt think about him any more than they think about 
George Washington. Others in this group have experienced very little of the 

Christian Church, but none in this group are ready to concede that a person 
who lived in Palestine long before the formation of the United States, is 

really alive in 2016. 
✦Now three questions:

✦What if Jesus of Nazareth isnʼt really alive?
✦Is Jesus of Nazareth really alive?
✦What if Jesus of Nazareth is really alive?

✦1.  What if Jesus isnʼt alive?  That is, what if the man whose life the 

entire globe uses to date itʼs calendars died just like all other humans who 
ever lived?  What if the resurrection, which is the central teaching of the 

Christian faith, is just wrong?  The early Christian letter that we read from 
today has a lot to say about that. For one...
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✦A. If Jesus isnʼt alive, believers are wasting their lives.  Lets take a look at 
verse 14 again.

✦“And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so 
is your faith.” 1 Corinthians 15:14, NIV.

✦Now some folks say that even if Christianity isnʼt true, itʼs still a great way 
to live.  I mean, being sacrificial, compassionate to your enemies, giving 

away some of your wealth is all really nice.  It has itʼs own reward.  They 
say that even if there is no heaven at all, they have no regrets living the 

Christian way.  Well, i might have moments of disagreement!  I think if we 
each really think about it, none of us really want to waste our time.  We 

want to live a life of significance.  Some of us might believe that we just 
cease to exist after we die, but most of us donʼt find that a satisfying 

conclusion.  And if you think post-death annihilation is a pitiful philosophy, 
the Bible agrees with you.

✦“If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more 
than all men.” 1 Corinthians 15:19, NIV.

✦1)  Why? Because weʼre on a foolʼs errand if all Christ does for us is help 
us be a little happier before we kick the bucket and cease to exist.   We still 

havenʼt found a way to live beyond death.  And why is it we all want that?  
Why do our stories all pretend there is another life? Why do our comic book 

heroes keep coming back from the dead?  Why is there inside of a man 
and a woman the desire to last?
✦2)  Furthermore, if you think the Christian life is enough by itself, you 
probably havenʼt really tried to live the Christian life much. Following Jesus 

is by far a harder choice in this world. If you want an easy life, do not 
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choose Jesusʼ way.  Christianity teaches that Jesus is alive right now.  That 
we can talk to him.  That he can change the way we feel about things.  That 

you can have more harmony in your marriage if you follow his directions. 
That he can help you stop cheating or lying. But itʼs not easy.  You have to 

fight your sinful nature all the time!  For example, Christians have all the 
same sexual impulses as everyone else.  Christians are susceptible to 

distorted notions of sexuality like anyone else, and yet their leader insists 
that sex is only for marriage, and that marriage should last a lifetime.  That 

takes effort.  Christians believe in making due with less when they could 
have more.  Followers of Jesus give away upwards of 10% of their income 

in honor of Christ. Christians hurt for people who hurt and take on their 
pains. 
✦If you were a person living in the first-century Roman Empire, chances 
are you would have found a garbage dump if you walked to the outskirts of 

your city. On the garbage dump, chances are you would have found 
discarded babies. In the first century, people who owned slave houses 

would go to those garbage dumps to retrieve babies to raise them as 
slaves. Others who owned brothels would go to those dumps to raise those 

babies as sex slaves. But followers of Jesus would also go to those 
garbage dumps, and they would retrieve girls and boys and raise them as 

their own. They would adopt them. When hungry people in the first 
centuries knocked on the doors of Christians, and they didn't have enough 

food to feed everyone, they would fast until they could all share a meal 
together. In the year A.D. 250, it is estimated that 10,000 Christians fasting 
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100 days a year were able to give one million meals to the poor and 
hungry.

✦Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, 
he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. Mt 16:24* 

✦Now if all this self-denying life isnʼt leading anywhere worthwhile, why do 
it?  

✦“If I fought wild beasts in Ephesus for merely human reasons, what 
have I gained? If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for 

tomorrow we die.”” 1 Corinthians 15:32, NIV.
✦Paul reasons that if there isnʼt resurrection, an afterlife, grab a case of 

Miller Light, all the bikini-clad girls you can find and live it up, cuz you only 
go around once.  Makes perfect sense, if... Jesus isnʼt alive.  If...there isnʼt 

resurrection.
✦B. If Jesus isnʼt alive right now, Christians are lying or unstable!  

✦“More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about 
God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the 

dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised.” 1 
Corinthians 15:15, NIV.

✦Christianity is not a social club where people go to network, and gain 
community status.  Christianity is a relationship with God.  True Christians 

go to church to be with their God.  Christians endure sorrow with hope.  
They go to funerals and cry but comfort each other saying, “Weʼll see Dad 

again someday, because Jesus is alive.  Death is not the end for believers.”  
But if thatʼs just a story, they are living a lie! Believers are like disillusioned 

patients with imaginary friends and glazed over eyes...if Christ has not 
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been raised.  They sing because they are hopeful in Christ!  They go to 
work believing that a living Jesus accompanies them, and is working out a 

divine plan.  They suffer, trusting that in the end it will be worth it all. They 
tell their daughters who loose their jobs that Jesus is alive, he will work 

things out.  But if he isnʼt they are a half a bubble off!
✦C. If Jesus isnʼt alive, everyone is still headed for hell, not heaven.  The 

operative phrase here is “still in your sins.”  That is, if Jesus is not alive, no 
human sin has been paid for and beaten.

✦“And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in 
your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost.” 

1 Corinthians 15:17, 18, NIV.
✦What Paul is reminding the Corinthian people is that we all have the 

problem of moral evil. Most intelligent people recognize this.  The 
philosopher Sartre once said that to be convinced there is a God all you 

need to do is look at “the starry host above, and the moral law within.”  
✦“For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 

but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned 

already because he has not believed in the name of Godʼs one and 
only Son.” John 3:17, 18, NIV.

✦Did you catch that?  Folks who do not acknowledge God, are already on 
the downward slope.  No one is on neutral ground.  Our immoral nature 

means we deserve Godʼs condemnation as we stand.  Consider: Where 
does moral awareness come from?  Its a gap evolution cannot explain.  

Like, How does inanimate move to living?  And how does animal instinct 
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move to reasoning. And do we get a sense of right and wrong from the 
water?  No, that my friends comes from God who made you a moral 

creature like himself. The Bible teaches us that death and morality are 
linked realities.  That is, that the physical is not merely physical, but that 

there is a spiritual nature intertwined with creation.  Now if Jesus isnʼt alive, 
then death (physical and spiritual) beat him.  But if death got him too, then 

we have no one protecting us from deathʼs power.  And our immoral acts 
will lead us to a dead end.  You see heaven is not automatic just because 

you die.  Heaven costs perfection. No one can pay that. God by nature 
destroys the morally imperfect. None can survive the holiness of heaven for 

a millisecond without a shield coating them that forever keeps them pure 
and clean in the eyes of God. Jesus is that shield.

✦“but because Jesus lives for ever, he has a permanent priesthood. 
Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God 

through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.” 
Hebrews 7:24, 25, NIV.

✦But then, If Jesus isnʼt alive we all have an unsolvable problem of being 
morally flawed creatures.  If Jesus isnʼt alive, believers pinning all their 

hopes on his merits, who have given up trying to be good enough and have 
asked to be forgiving instead, who are putting all their eggs in Jesusʼ 

basket – are no better off than the murdering terrorist.  If Jesus isnʼt alive right 

now, I should quit my job.  We should close these doors and make this place 

something else like a pizza parlor, or a rec-center because there is no validity to 

what we are doing here.
✦2.  Is Jesus alive?  The evidence could take us years of Sundayʼs to go over.  I 

will try to summarize it with a few Eʼs, call them the Easter Eʼs if it helps.
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✦A.  Early Accounts:  Its important to reiterate that the accounts of Christʼs 
crucifixion, burial and resurrection are the most credible of all ancient 

literature known today. There were countless people who were crucified in 
the Roman Empire and in other civilizations throughout history, but we donʼt 

know about any of them.  We do know about Christʼs.  Today about a third 
of the world—two billion-plus people—gather to celebrate his life and his 

rising again.  One has to wonder how that happens.  
✦People wonder aloud all the time about how much of the Bible we 

can trust. It doesnʼt take much digging to find out.  For example, the 
creedal statement we read in v3-4 dates back to 2-3 years after the 

crucifixion.  As v5-6 observes, at that time the witnesses to the 
resurrection were still alive.  They were still alive when Paul wrote to 

the Corinthians!  Paulʼs readers could get their smart phones and go 
interview them themselves!  This completely debunks the common 

idea that the resurrection was some kind of legend that developed 
over generations as the story got distorted. No, the Christian church 

started on this story pretty much overnight. In addition, the text of the 
NT we have today is precisely the same as manuscripts dating from 

just decades after the events when the local news could have 
debunked them easily if they were not true.  Yet, there is an absence 

of any ancient literature doing so. Remember, the reliability of a 
witness is directly related to his/her proximity to the event in time and 

place.  We have vastly early accounts.
✦B. Empty Tomb:  the tomb of Christ was sealed by Rome and placed 

under heavy guard.  Roman practice is well recorded. Yet the tomb was 
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discovered empty on Easter morning and by women!  Bear in mind that if 
you wanted to make up a story, youʼd use credible witnesses to tell your lie.  

In first century Israel, women had a low status and did not qualify legally as 
witnesses.  Yet the ancient documents relate that women discovered the 

tomb empty, an obvious indication that the ancient writers were committed 
to tell the story accurately.  Even more powerful is the fact that nobody ever 

claimed that the tomb was not empty!  No one said, “Oh no. Jesus is dead.  
His body is right over there."  

✦Now if either the Jews or the Romans had the body, they would 
surely have produced it to prove he was dead and crush this uprising 

of his followers that they worked so hard to destroy.  But they 
couldnʼt. As for the disciples, they had everything to lose by stealing 

the body, if you really think a band of jewish fishermen could outfight 
a Roman guard.  Why would all the disciples go to their deaths, which 

they did, for something they knew was not true?  
✦C. Eye-witnesses:  over a period of 40 days Jesus appeared to over 515 

different people, indoors and outdoors. If we cross-examined all the 
witnesses for only 15 minutes a piece, it would take 128 hours of eye-

witness testimony. 
✦“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which 

we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands 
have touched--this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life 

appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you 
the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us.” 1 

John 1:1, 2, NIV.
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✦D. Experience:  Whatever the disciples experienced changed them 
overnight from frightened people hiding in a dark room, to courageous 

preachers that changed the entire face of human history, and got killed for 
what they stood for.  Thatʼs not even mentioning all our experiences.  Every 

Christian can tell someone is answering their prayers.  Someone is 
changing their desires.  
✦Early accounts + eye witnesses + empty tomb + experience = Jesus is 
alive.  There is so much more we could say, and if youʼre interested, I 

suggest you read the small book More Than a Carpenter, by Josh McDowel 
for a quick but comprehensive overview. 
✦Conclusion: Now for our last question.  What if Jesus is alive? This is 
for those who find themselves in camp B, not having come to the point of 

making a commitment of faith to Jesus, Godʼs son. If Jesus is alive, it 
follows that you could meet him.  You could talk to him, and he could do 

something in your life.  If Jesus is alive in 2016, it would follow that he must 
be supernatural, a God.  And if so, then his offer of forgiveness for your 

sins is legitimately before you. If Jesus is alive, then
✦...Believers are not wasting their lives.  Everything you do out of 

your faith has eternal ramifications whether you see them or not. 
✦...Believers are not living in a lie. 
✦...you can be headed for heaven when you quit breathing in this life. 
You too can rise from the grave.
✦“For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each 
in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who 

belong to him. Then the end will come, when he hands over the 
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kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, 
authority and power.” 1 Corinthians 15:22-24, NIV.

✦You my friend, can belong to him right now.  Iʼll lead you in a prayer that 
can change your destiny right now.

✦Lord Jesus, I understand you died and paid the penalty for my sins.  
And that you rose again after three days.  God, I donʼt want to waste 

my life. I ask you now to forgive all my sins and failings and give me 
the gift of eternal life by your grace and merit.  As well as I know how, 

I commit myself to you in thankfulness for your love.  Amen.
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